Purchasing a home marks a
significant and exciting
milestone in one’s life.
However, the process can be
complex—particularly when
navigating the legal
requirements involved. To help
first time buyers, we have had
the experience of assisting and
guiding first-time buyers
through each stage of the

' conveyancing and transfer
process.

We outline a step-by-step
guide to clarify what you can
expect along the way.

YOUR NO-STRESS GUIDE TO BUYING
YOUR FIRST HOME

By Attorney Abdul Rahman Mahommed

What Is Conveyancing?

Conveyancing refers to the legal process by which ownership of a property is transferred
from the seller to the purchaser. When acquiring a home, this transfer must be facilitated
by a qualified conveyancer or attorney. The process comprises a series of essential legal
and administrative steps designed to ensure that the transaction is valid, that the title is
clear, and that the legal rights and obligations of all parties involved are properly
safeguarded.

Step 1: Offer Acceptance and the Sale Agreement

Once your offer on a property is accepted, a sale agreement—the formal contract
governing the transaction—is drafted. This legally binding document sets out the key
terms and conditions of the sale, including the agreed purchase price, any special
conditions, and the anticipated date of transfer. Given the legal implications, it is
essential that the agreement be carefully reviewed by a qualified legal professional
before it is signed, to ensure that your interests are fully protected.

Step 2: Appointing a Conveyancer

The next step involves appointing a conveyancer—a legal practitioner who specialises in
property law and the transfer of immovable property. In South Africa, only a qualified
and admitted conveyancer is authorised to register property transfers at the Deeds
Office.
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Engaging an experienced conveyancer at this stage
ensures that the transaction proceeds smoothly,
lawfully, and in accordance with all regulatory
requirements.

Step 3: Property Research and Preparation

At this stage, your appointed conveyancer will
undertake comprehensive due diligence on the
property. This includes verifying that the seller holds
valid and lawful title to the property; identifying any
restrictions, servitudes, or conditions registered
against the title deed; confirming that all municipal
rates, taxes, and levies are fully paid and up to date
and ensuring the property complies with applicable
zoning regulations and land use laws

These checks are essential to safeguard the buyer’s interests and to ensure that no legal or
financial complications arise during and after the transfer.

Step 4: Securing Finance

If one is financing the property purchase through a mortgage, your chosen financial institution
will first conduct a valuation of the property to confirm its market value. Upon approval, the
bank will issue a formal loan agreement—commonly referred to as a “grant”—which sets out the
terms and conditions of the bond. This is a critical stage in the home-buying process, and it is
strongly recommended that you seek professional guidance to fully understand your financial
obligations and the implications of the loan agreement.

Step 5: Drafting and Signing Transfer Documents

Your conveyancer will prepare all the requisite documentation necessary to effect the property
transfer. These documents typically include declarations pertaining to transfer duty, the formal
transfer documents and Bond documents (if applicable).

It is essential that you sign these documents in the presence of your conveyancer to ensure
their validity and compliance with legal formalities.

Step 6: Lodging Documents at the Deeds Office

Upon completion of all necessary signatures and the settlement of transfer duty, your
conveyancer will proceed to lodge the relevant documents at the Deeds Office for registration.

Step 7: Registration

The Deeds Office conducts a thorough examination of all submitted documents. Provided that
all requirements are met, the transfer will be officially registered, confirming your legal
ownership of the property. This marks the conclusion in the home-buying process.

The right conveyancer can make all the difference in your property transaction. ARM Attorneys,
have built a conveyancing team with expertise and diligence for the smooth transfer of the
property purchased. Renowned for their meticulous attention to detail and comprehensive

knowledge of property law, our conveyancers are dedicated to managing every transaction
with the highest level of precision and care. Whether you are buying or selling, you can trust
our team to deliver a seamless, secure, and efficient service.

Roshgold News March 2026 15



